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ADVANCING COMMON PURPOSE OF THE COOPERATIVE NETWORK



PROACTIVE  
ADVOCACY
Regulatory relief achieved
Repeal of restrictive power plant and emissions rules 
enhanced reliability and affordability for electric 
cooperatives.

Tax credit preservation
Preserved elective pay for tax credits, in the Big 
Beautiful Bill, supporting cooperative infrastructure 
projects.

Increased rural funding
RUS electric loan program funding increased by $500 
million, advancing rural infrastructure investments.

Strong cooperative advocacy
Over 44,000 letters sent to Congress supporting FEMA 
reform show impactful grassroots advocacy.



LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS AND 
RELATIONSHIP BUILDING

Rapid Legislative Victory
NDAREC successfully changed a wildfire 
mitigation bill’s status from failing to 
passing within 24 hours through swift 
mobilization.

Proactive Relationship Building
Efforts beyond formal committees 
strengthened cooperative models 
through conversations and grassroots 
advocacy.



Educating Legislators
• NDAREC improved legislators’ understanding of 

large-load services, especially for data centers, 
highlighting cooperative capabilities.

• Interim Study Committee Work
We continue to increase the understanding among 
legislators regarding large-load service, particularly 
for data centers, emphasizing co-ops’ capability to 
manage these demands responsibly. 

• Co-op 101 Training for Legislators and Candidates – 
Fall of 2026 

• Electric Co-op Day at the Capitol- Feb. 8, 2027

LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS AND 
RELATIONSHIP BUILDING







INVESTING IN OUR 
MEMBERS AND 
COMMUNITIES
• Rural Cooperative Development Grant

• NDAREC secured a $300,000 grant, 
one of only 14 nationwide, overcoming 
challenging application conditions.

• Bush Foundation Investment
• A $12.6 million investment aimed at 

improving rural grocery access and 
building regional food systems.

• Infrastructure and Business Loans
• Funding facilitated hospital upgrades 

and RDFC loans supported meat-
processing businesses, boosting rural 
economies.



INVESTING IN OUR 
MEMBERS AND 
COMMUNITIES
• $12.6 million investment 

from the Bush Foundation, 
dedicated to supporting rural 
grocery stores, improving 
access to food and creating 
strong regional food 
distribution systems.



Vedaa Grocer video-go to video link



ENHANCING WORKFORCE 
& PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Workforce Development
Comprehensive training programs covered 
staking certification, cybersecurity and 
leadership growth.

Youth Engagement
Youth tours and lineworker camps 
strengthened future talent pipelines in the 
electric cooperative industry.



We partnered with 
Highline Engineering 
to offer the 
Comprehensive 
Staking Technician 
Training and 
Certification.



Line Staking Video-go to video link



BUILDING TRUST 
THROUGH CONSISTENT 
COMMUNICATIONS
Digital Accessibility
NDAREC's new SHiNE-powered 
website enhanced online accessibility 
and engagement for users statewide.

Effective Communications
Record advertising revenue highlighted 
North Dakota Living's role as a trusted 
rural community voice in 2025

New Directory App
Offers expanded and improved 
functionality.





Honor Flight Video-go to video link



BUILDING A CULTURE 
OF SAFETY AND SAFE 
WORK PRACTICES
• 61st Apprenticeship, Training & Safety 

Conference
• RESAP onsite safety visits 
• Active threat preparedness

• Forklift / equipment inspections 
• Transformer connection training
• Pole-climbing and electrical hazards 

instruction

• Tree trimming and chainsaw safety



Digger-Derrick training Lineworker Training Center | Mandan



Tree Trimming Video-go to video link





STRENGTHENING 
LEADERSHIP AND 

OPTIMIZING 
OPERATIONS

Strengthened
Leadership Presence
Leaders secured important 
roles on national committees, 
enhancing policy influence 
for North Dakota.

Cybersecurity and IT 
Upgrades
Significant cybersecurity 
enhancements and IT 
infrastructure upgrades were 
implemented to protect 
association operations.

Mental Health First Aid
Raise awareness and equip 
ourselves to better support.



Mental Health First Aid-go to video link



NDAREC TEAM



Melinda Landis Basin Electric — 
you’re getting a good 
one.



Keiara
Lesmeister

She is a great addition to 
the NDAREC team, and we 
are excited to have her on 
board.



REFLECTING ON A 
YEAR OF PROGRESS
Strengthened Relationships
NDAREC enhanced connections at all levels to 
support rural community growth and collaboration.

Policy Advocacy Success
Efforts defended reliability and affordability 
through effective policy initiatives benefiting rural 
areas.

Workforce Development
Investments in workforce development prepared 
members for future challenges and opportunities.

Leadership and Representation
Leadership roles ensured NDAREC's voice in 
national decision-making forums to influence 
policy.

Credits: North Dakota Living photo contest winners
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